Teri Henderson attaches name signs to the 32 cedar caskets containing pioneers’ bones, left, while carpenter Pat Heun builds a fence that will enclose cemetery at M 
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Park prepares to rebury 32 pioneers 


By Chuck Gates 
Deseret News staff writer 


The smell of newly sawed cedar 
cloaks the wood shop where skilled 
hands shape one of the wooden grave 
markers that will soon designate new 
resting places for some of the Salt 
Lake Valley's earliest settlers at Pio- 
neer Trail State Park. 


Park Superintendent Mike Barker 
says preparations are in full swing for 
Memorial Day reinterment of 32 pio- 
neers — nine adults and 23 infants and 
children — unearthed by Brigham 
Young University archaeologists 
from downtown's Block 49. The for- 


gotten cemetery was the first used by 
Mormon settlers between 1847 and 
1856. 


' Plans are to reconstruct the ceme- 
tery faithful to the original configura- 
tion on a 70 foot by 70 foot plot made 
available for the reburials. The state 
park is also providing labor to build 
the coffin boxes, head markers and 
fence that will enclose the area. 

The bulk of the work is being done 
by park carpenter Pat Heun. Heun 
built 32 coffin boxes that will house 
the remains and has started work on 
the head markers and fencing. 


“I guess you'd say I’m something of 


an illusionist,” explains Heun. “My job 
is to make the final product as close to 
the original as possible, but using 
modern equipment and tools.” 

Heun, who has been the park's car- 
penter for the past 5% years, said that 
if he were to use hand tools, rather 
than power equipment, it would take 
him: 10 times longer to build some- 
thing. He's trying to ensure a historic 
appearance for his current projects 
by hiding the modern carpentry 


‘techniques. 


A bit of historical accuracy will 
also be sacrificed in the name of econ- 
omy. For example, the pioneers used 


pinion or lodge pole pine from their 
saw mills in Little Cottonwood Can- 
yon for most of their woodwork, Heun 
said. They used those woods because 
they were readily available. He'll use 
cedar because it lasts longer. 
“Materials are expensive — just 
ask anyone who’s built anything re- 
cently,” Heun said. “We're building 
these things with the attitude that 
they'll last 50 years or longer. That's 
what the taxpayers and donors ex- 
pect. We want to build something 
that’s lasting and maintenance free." 


Heun said part of his job is knowing 
Please see CEMETERY on B2 


PROVO — Brigham Young University archaeologists Friday 
were transferring the remains of 33 pioneers and a prehistoric 
Fremont Indian, excavated last summer from a downtown Salt 
Lake construction site, from their museum curation boxes to 
wooden caskets. 


Asa Nielson, director of BYU's Office of Public Archaeol 
said the caskets will be sent to Salt Lake City for burial in Bei 
in a specially prepared section of the Pioneer Trail State Park at 


the mouth of Emigration Canyon. 


The remains were recently returned to Utah after a six-month 
stay at the University of Wyoming in Laramie, where forensic 
anthropologist Dr. George Gill examined and recorded their 
physical characteristics. 


ay correlating Gill's analysis with research by BYU 
archaeologist Don Southworth and local genealogist Robert Fi 

"un o 
Hansen, it is hoped a number of the remains can be identified. s: 
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Trail State Park. 


* 7961 ‘44 Iudv ‘Aepus 


X» 


X Munoo yn 


 4g/suieg | 
Sg/sseuisng. 
Zg//eugeM. 
98'18 'oLv/Auno2 yan 


18 


9r'€c 
10°9 
SULL 


e202 
og'v 
26'Sl 


v9'6t 
99v 
Levi 


i 
b 
x. 
" 
3 
Foe 
% 
- 
g 
T 
5 


Ice 
807c 
8€'0S 


Appo 862 67E 
| esoe 898z 8997 
y6Sp 2792p €V8v 


| 9c'08 8764 0082 
i 


4386} 986+  S86L  v86L 


adults. 


JA cold front predicted for this 
ais could be a lot like last week- 
end's, bringing cold temperatures but 
little moisture. 


“The front will move into the Wa- 
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- on Lake Powell, Wahweap, Hall's Crossing and Bullfrog will hold 
Aan ee t children M Easter bonnet parades for children and 


Cold front expected, 
but not much moisture 
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Saturday will bring a mixed bag of 
weather. It will be windy in the morn- 
ing, with highs in the mid-70s, but tem- 
peratures will drop about 20 degrees 
when the front comes through, to the 
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gree reionies. Conviction under Utah 
law carries a penalty of five years to 
life in the state prison and a maxi- 
mum fine of $10,000. 


None of the defendants has been ar- 
rested. All three have agreed to ap- 
pear in 10th Circuit Court at 9 a.m. 
Tuesday for arraignment. 


The complaint says the three “de- 
vised a scheme or artifice to defraud 
another or to obtain from another 
money, property or anything by 
means of false or fraudulent pre- 
tenses.” 


Most of the alleged incidents oc- 
curred in late 1985. They involve prop- 
erty north of Richfield in which for- 
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false prophets who promise economic and political creeds 
which will solve all men’s problems: the communists, so- 
cialists, national socialists, fanatics, reconstructionists 
who promise a better world and then imprison men and 
women in evil and repressive socialism which is a living 
I" 
} 

"I would also oppose the secular humanism which often 
seems to be value-free and neutral and whose attractive- 
ness is that it is fashionable,” he added. “There must be a 
clear difference between good arid evil. As Winston Chur- 


chill said, we cannot be neutral between the fireman and 
the fire.” | 

In his remarks, President Holland said, “Today I want to 
take pride in your accomplishments and face the future 
witha smile. If somewhere along the way you yourselves 
have made a mistake or falleri short, then use this day to 
repent and clear the slate, today you've learned important 


Apiu 1v00 Commencement. The 1,340 students awarded 
BYU degrees in December were invited to participate 
Friday. 

The university conferred 162 doctoral degrees, including 
136 juris doctor degrees to members of the 12th J. Reuben 
Clark Law School class. In addition, 451 master's degrees, . 
2,185 bachelor's degrees and 36 associate degrees were: 
conferred during Friday's services. Diplomas were to bè 
given in the 10 college and professional school convoca- 
tions Friday afternoon and evening. f 


In her prepared text, valedictorian Carr likened gradu- 
ates to pilots earning their wings. “We have to earn our 
wings every day,” she said. “Or, more to the point, we have 
to earn our reputations every day, whether we will be 
serving in our homes, the church or the business world... . 
Since our actions affect the reputations of others, it is our 
obligation to strive to earn our reputations every day.” 


Several related activities Thursday served as a prelude - 
to Fridav's commencement, including 50-plus “Collége 
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A cast of a woman’s skull was used to re-create her likeness. 
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Continued from B1 

pioneer carpentry well enough that he 
can recognize where their techniques 
aren't effective and thus improve on 
them. 

Barker said Larkin Mortuary do- 
nated six vaults that will house the 32 
coffins. Vaults will be used in the 
event the remains ever need to be re- 
examined in the future. 

Because of a lack of funds, Barker 


said, the vaults will be placed together 
toward the front of the cemetery. The 
32 mock graves will then be placed 
throughout the plot, following the 
original layout — facing the east ac- 
cording to the Christian tradition. 


Salt Lake City Cemetery Sexton 
Ben Russo said the city will assist in 
placing the vaults in the ground. De- 
Scendants of the Nancy O'Neil Rich 
and Caroline Grant families are pro- 
viding a large boulder and plaque for 
the cemetery, along with the raw ma- 
terials for the head markers and 
fence. 


